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Understanding Illinois local government is essential in representing your clients.  Being fluent in the 

types of Illinois local government and their purposes can help guide your clients in choosing where they 

want to live and who to turn to for services.  With more units of local government than any other state 

in the nation, grasping local government can be tricky.  Homes with an Evanston address that are 

actually in Skokie, or unincorporated areas without municipal police protection can throw off even the 

most experienced REALTORS
®
.  This session will provide an overview of relevant local units of 

government.  This session is ONLY for NSBAR Members.  If you are not a member, you may consider 

joining as a secondary member with NSBAR in order to attend our free membership appreciation 

classes. 

Date:  December 10, 2010 

Time:  1:00pm to 2:00pm 

Location: NSBAR, 450 Skokie Blvd Bldg 1200, Northbrook, IL  60062 

RSVP:   education@nsbar.org  

 

 

As part of the Illinois Association of REALTORS® Government Affairs team, Howard Handler represents the North 

Shore – Barrington Association of REALTORS® and the West Towns Board of REALTORS®. Handler’s professional 

background lies in politics and government, serving in key positions for a number of candidates and elected 

officials. Most recently Handler served an aide to Commissioner Larry R. Rogers, Jr. at the Cook County Board of 

Review – an agency mandated to review and rule on property tax assessment appeals. Prior to work at the Board 

or Review, Handler worked as an aide for Commissioner Frank Avila at the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 

District of Greater Chicago – the fourth largest government agency in Illinois. 

 

As a campaign staffer and political consultant, Handler mapped and executed strategy on a number of high-profile 

campaigns on the federal, state and local level, including Melissa Bean’s campaign for Congress, John Schmidt’s 

campaign for Governor, and Manny Flores’s campaign for Chicago Alderman. 

As an advocate for REALTORS® and private property rights, Handler has been a point of contact for national and 

local media, including: the New York Times, USA Today, Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, WBBM-AM, FOX 

News Chicago, CBS News Chicago, Chicago Public Radio, WIND-AM, Pioneer Press, and more. 

Howard maintains his Illinois real estate salesperson license and is a former member of the International 

Association of Assessing Officers. A native of Northbrook (Ill.), Handler received his undergraduate degree in 

journalism from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and is completing his thesis toward a master’s in Public 

Policy and Administration at Northwestern University.  

 


